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14 January 2026       

CUPE 3906 – Statement Regarding the Situation in Iran 
 

CUPE 3906 expresses its solidarity with the people of Iran who are participating in peaceful 
protests in support of fundamental rights and basic freedoms. 

We note with concern ongoing reports of violence, repression, arbitrary detention, and 
restrictions on freedom of expression affecting protesters, students, workers, and women. The 
rights to bodily autonomy, freedom of expression, and peaceful assembly are recognized 
international human rights and are central to the values of our union. 

These concerns are further heightened by restrictions on communications, including digital and 
internet access, which have made it difficult for many people to maintain contact with family 
members and access reliable information. 

In addition to the concerns already noted, reports from human rights organizations indicate that 
at least 12,000 people have been killed during the protests and their aftermath. This scale of loss 
of life highlights the urgent human rights implications of the ongoing repression. 

As a local representing academic workers, researchers, and students, CUPE 3906 recognizes 
that these developments have direct impacts on members through family ties, academic 
relationships, and lived experience. We affirm our support for those who are seeking safety, 
dignity, and respect for their fundamental rights. 

Many members of the CUPE community are directly affected through family, academic, and 
professional connections.  

CUPE 3906 calls for respect for international human rights standards, including the protection of 
civilians and the right to peaceful dissent. 

We reaffirm our commitment to solidarity, human rights and social justice, human dignity, and 
the principle that all people have the right to be heard. 

 
In solidarity, 
CUPE 3906 Executive 


